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LIQUOR & TOBACCO ADVISORY BOARD 
Tuesday, November 19,  2013 

6:00 P.M. – City Council Chambers 
Rockford City Hall, 425 East State Street 

 
Minutes on Website:   http://rockfordil.gov/community-economic-development/construction-

development-services/land-use-zoning/zoning-board-of-appeals.aspx   

 

 

Present: 
           

 LTAB Members: Aaron Magdziarz 
Alicia Neubauer 

Dan Roszkowski 

Scott Sanders 
Craig Sockwell 

     
Absent:   Dennis Olson 

         

 Staff:   Jennifer Cacciapaglia – City Attorney 
    Todd Cagnoni – Deputy Director, Construction & Development Services 

    Mark Marinaro -  Fire Department 
Marcy Leach – Public Works 

    Sandra Hawthorne - Administrative Assistant 
  

 Others:  Paul Denham, City Attorney 

    Kathy Berg, Stenographer  
    Applicants and Interested Parties 

      

 
 
Sandra Hawthorne explained the format of the meeting will follow the Boards Rules of Procedure 

generally outlined as:  
 

The Chairman will call the address of the application. 
• The Applicant or representative are to come forward and be sworn in. 

• The Applicant or representative will present their request before the Board 

• The Board will ask any questions they may have regarding this application. 

• The Chairman will then ask if there are any Objectors or Interested Parties.  Objectors or 

Interested Parties are to come forward at that time, be sworn in by the Chairman, and give their 

name and address to the Liquor & Tobacco Advisory Board secretary and the stenographer 

• The Objector or Interested Party will present all their concerns, objections and questions to the 

Applicant regarding the application. 
• The Board will ask any questions they may have of the Objector or Interested Party. 

• The Applicant will have an opportunity to rebut the concerns/questions of the Objector or 

Interested Party 
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• No further discussion from the Objector or Interested Party will occur after the rebuttal of the 

Applicant. 

• The Board will then discuss the application and a vote will be taken. 

 
It was further explained to the public in attendance, applicants, objectors and interested parties that this 

meeting is not a final vote on any item.  The date of the Codes & Regulations meeting was given as 
Monday, December 2, 2013, at 4:45 PM in Conference Room A of this building as the second vote on 

these items.  The public in attendance, applicants, objectors and interested parties were instructed that 

they could contact the Zoning Office for any further information and the phone number was listed on the 
top of the agenda which was made available to all those in attendance.  The City’s web site for minutes 

of this meeting are listed on the agenda as well. 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:05 PM.   A MOTION was made by Aaron Magdziarz  to APPROVE  
the minutes of the October meeting as submitted.  The Motion was SECONDED by Scott Sanders and  

CARRIED by a vote of 5-0. 
 
 
 
013-LTAB-045  3121 N. Rockton Avenue 
Applicant  Koshy Alexander d/b/a ABA Gas, Inc. 
Ward  09  Sale of Tobacco Products in conjunction with a gas station and grocery store  

and the Sale of Packaged Liquor in conjunction with a gas station and grocery  
store in a C-2, Limited Commercial Zoning District. 

 
The subject property is located on the southeast corner of the North Rockton Avenue and Paradise 
Boulevard intersection and is currently a vacant gas station and convenience store.  Koshy Alexander, 
Applicant, reviewed his request.  Mr. Alexander explained his desire to sell tobacco and packaged liquor 
at this location. 
 
Attorney Cacciapaglia had no questions of the Applicant. 
 
Staff Recommendation is for Denial of both applications.  No Objectors or Interested Parties were 
present. 
 
The Board asked if the Applicant would be doing any updating of the property.  Mr. Alexander stated he 
would do some painting and landscaping.  Mr. Sanders asked Mr. Cagnoni if any discussion was held 
with the Applicant regarding the appearance of the property and what needs to be done to bring it up to 
standards, as well as signage and landscaping.  Mr. Cagnoni responded that he personally has not, but 
did not know what conversations took place between his staff and the Applicant. 
 
Mr. Roszkowski stated he did not feel there was much of a detailed plan on how the property would be 
brought into compliance.  He feels there seems to be a willingness on the Applicant’s part to improve the 
property; however, there was nothing submitted with the application on how the property would be 
improved.  He stated he would like to see a set of drawings to indicate intent on the Applicant’s part for 
property improvement.  He asked Mr. Cagnoni if he felt he could work with the Applicant.  Mr. Cagnoni 
stated Staff would be happy to work with the Applicant; however, Staff could only provide suggestions on 
landscaping and it would be the responsibility of the Applicant to provide drawings of their intent. 
 

A MOTION was made by Alicia Neubauer  to LAYOVER the sale of tobacco products in conjunction with 
a gas station and grocery store and to LAYOVER the sale of packaged liquor in conjunction with a gas 

station and grocery store in a C-2, Limited Commercial Zoning District at 3121 North Rockton Avenue to 

the December 17th meeting.  The Motion was SECONDED by Scott Sanders and CARRIED by a vote of 
5-0. 
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The Board clarified to the Applicant that he needs to get in touch with Staff within the next week or so to 

determine what further information they will need to supply prior to the next meeting. 
 
Other 
 
2014 Liquor & Tobacco Advisory Board Schedule 
 
The 2014 schedule for the Liquor & Tobacco Advisory Board was presented to the Board.  A MOTION 
was made by Aaron Magdziarz to APPROVE the 2014 schedule as submitted.  The Motion was 
SECONDED by Scott Sanders and CARRIED by a vote of  5-0.  
 
The 2013 Liquor & Tobacco Advisory Board schedule was approved as follows: 
 

 
 

2014 SCHEDULE  of  PUBLIC  HEARINGS 
 

FILING DEADLINE: 
(Thursday, 5:00 P.M.) 

MEETING DATE: 
(Third Tuesday of the Month) 

December 19, 2013 January 22, 2014-Wed 

January 16, 2014 February 19, 2014-Wed 

February 13, 2014 March 18, 2014 

March 13, 2014 April 15, 2014 

April 17, 2014 May 20, 2014 

May 15, 2014 June 17, 2014 

June 12, 2014 July 15, 2014 

July 17, 2014 August 19, 2014 

August 14, 2014 September 16, 2014 

September 18, 2014 October 21, 2014 

October 16, 2014 November 18, 2014 

November 13, 2014 December 16, 2014 

December 18, 2014 January 21, 2015-Wed 

 
 
    
 
 
 
With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:18 PM 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Sandra A. Hawthorne, Administrative Assistant 
Liquor & Tobacco Advisory Board 


